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League's publications, when work at the 
headquarters office was in condition to 
make this possible. 



A. L. A. COUNCIL MEETING 

The midwinter meeting of the Council 
of the American Library Association was 
held January 5th in Chicago, and was 
well attended. The president, N. D. C. 
Hodges was in the chair, and those pres- 
ent included C. W. Andrews, P. L. Wind- 
sor, Purd B. Wright, Johnson Brigham, 
Carl B. Roden, A. E. Bostwick, Frank P. 
Hill, James I. Wyer, Henry E. Legler, R. 
G. Thwaites, A. L. Bailey, Mary W. Plum- 
mer, Edith Tobitt, Mary E. Hazeltine, 
Alice S. Tyler, Harrison W. Craver, T. 
W. Koch, S. H. Ranck, Mrs H. L. El- 
mendorf, C. H. Gould, Mary E. Ahern 
and Lutie E. Stearns. 

Chalmers Hadley, Secretary of the A. 
L. A., reported on the work at the execu- 
tive office in Chicago and field work done 
by the Secretary since Sept. 1st. 

E. C. Richardson reported briefly on 
the International Congress of Librarians 
and Archivists to be held in Brussels 
next August. He said that a reasonable 
number of papers would be secured 
from American librarians for this 
Congress. As there was doubt as 
to whether the A. L. A. was to 
participate in this one Congress 
alone, a resolution presented by C. W. 
Andrews was adopted as follows: "Re- 
solved that the Executive Board be asked 
to instruct the Committee of the A. L. A. 
on the International Congress of Libra- 
rians at Brussels, to extend its scope to 
include the International Congress on 
Bibliography so far as may be feasible." 

Alice S. Tyler introduced for considera- 
tion by the Council, the question of the 
affiliation of state library associations 
with the American Library Association. 
She said the question had been raised as 
to the ability of the A. L. A. to hold 
the interest of remote states in the coun- 
try. The Iowa Library Association had 
asked about affiliating with the national 



association, and Miss Tyler said the sug- 
gestion was made in Iowa that each state 
association should have a representative 
on the A. L. A. Council. Purd B. Wright 
believed that if delegates were sent from 
each state association to A. L. A. con- 
ferences, that the smaller libraries would 
be placed in touch with the American Li- 
brary Association. 

Lutie E. Stearns said the practice of 
sending A. L. A. representatives to state 
association meetings was a good one. She 
suggested that the A. L. A. appoint a man- 
ager or representative in each state in or- 
der to keep the state association in touch 
with the national organization. 

Miss Tyler said that if state delegates 
were sent to the A. L. A. Conference, 
they would have to be taken care of offi- 
cially at the Conference. 

In connection with membership of 
the A. L. A., C. W. Andrews said that 
in medical circles, for instance, member- 
ship in the national organization was a 
requisite for membership in the state as- 
sociation. 

S. H. Ranck stated that information 
should be at hand as to what is being 
done in other national organizations. 

Following a discussion as to whether 
the initiative should be taken by the na- 
tional or state associations in affiliation 
between the A. L. A. and state library 
associations, it was voted, "That the presi- 
dent appoint a committee to* include in 
its report the methods used and results 
obtained by other organizations." The 
president appointed Alice S. Tyler, S. H. 
Ranck, and Frank P. Hill on this com- 
mittee. 

The report on library sections of 
other educational associations was 
given by Mary E. Ahern. She said 
that library sections in other associ- 
ations had been limited to teachers and 
women's clubs. In the National Educa- 
tion Association, Miss Ahern said the 
work of its library department had not 
been understood, and it was not known 
generally in the N. E. A. that the work 
of this department was for the good of 
the teachers. She believed that if the 
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A. L. A. would ask for an opportunity 
to present the library idea, what it is and 
what it means, to other educational asso- 
ciations, good results would follow. Miss 
Ahern declared herself as opposed to li- 
brarians taking charge of the library sec- 
tions in other associations. 

A. E. Bostwick was in favor of the A. 
L. A. wanting a place on the general pro- 
grams of other educational associations. 
In reply to a question as to this, F. P. 
Hill declared that this would not only be 
dignified but consistent also. 

Following a discussion of the A. L. A. 
and the N. E. A., Miss Ahern presented 
the following resolution which was adop- 
ted: "Resolved that the Council of the 
American Library Association learns with 
regret of the action taken by the Nation- 
al Education Association looking toward 
the discontinuance of the library depart- 
ment of that association. Resolved fur- 
ther that it is the sense of the Council 
that the work done and the reports issued 
in the past by the Library Department 
have been useful and significant: that 
large opportunities for future work still 
exist and the Council records its strong 
hope that the Library Department will 
not be abolished." 

S. H. Ranck referred to the ruling of 
the Periodical Publishers Clearing House 
with reference to subscriptions to periodi- 
cals by libraries through agents. He 
called attention to W. H. Brett's action 
in Cleveland against the publishers, and 
Mr. Hill urged that the Council give its 
support to Mr. Brett in his contention. 

Miss Ahern moved that a committee be 
appointed to report on this, which was 
voted, and the president appointed S. H. 
Ranck, F. P. Hill and Mary E. Ahern 
on this committee. The committee re- 
ported as follows: "Whereas it appears 
that the Periodical Publishers Clearing 
House is an organization discriminating 
unjustly against libraries; Resolved, that 
it is the sense of the Council of the Ameri- 
can Library Association that the Associa- 
tion through its Executive Board 



should give its moral support to 
the Cleveland Public Library in its 
fight against the Periodical Publishers 
Clearing House as a combination in re- 
straint of trade; and furthermore, that the 
Executive Board instruct the Associa- 
tion's Committee on bookbuying to con- 
tinue to use every effort within the power 
of the committee and the Association, to 
have the discrimination of the aforesaid 
Clearing House declared unlawful by the 
United States Courts." The above report 
of the committee was adopted. 

A committee composed of Mary W. 
Plummer, C. W. Andrews and W. C. 
Lane was appointed by the president to 
prepare resolutions on the deaths of Alice 
B. Kroeger, Mary E. Sargent and Dr 
James H. Canfield. 

The Secretary read the following com- 
munication from the Executive Board of 
the Association: "Voted that in view of 
the vote of the Council at the Minnetonka 
Conference as being inexpedient, (see 
p. 410, Papers and Proceedings of the A. L. 
A., 1908) the Executive board refers for 
the consideration of the Council, the com- 
munication of the Committee on library 
training, suggesting an examination of li- 
brary schools. 

Henry E. Legler urged that there be an 
examination of the library schools as sug- 
gested by the Committee, or else omit 
the list of schools which have appeared in 
the A. L. A. handbook and other Associa- 
tion publications. 

It was moved and voted that, "It is 
the sense of the Council that it is expedi- 
ent to adopt the report of the Committee 
on library training in regard to examina- 
tion of library schools." 

C. H. Gould, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on sections of the A. L. A., sub- 
mitted a report which aroused much in- 
terest. It was as follows: 

"The Committee appointed at Bretton 
Woods, to study the entire subject of 
sections of the American Library Associ- 
ation—their advisability — their effect on 
the program of annual conferences — 
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their organization, begs to submit the fol- 
lowing report: 

Advisability of Sections 

In a body as large as the American Li- 
brary Association, and with such varied 
interests, sections would seem to be not 
only advisable on many accounts, but 
practically unavoidable. 

It is only by some such means that li- 
brarians whose field of work is at all 
specialized, can secure a full presentation 
and consideration of the subject in which 
they are particularly interested, coupled 
with an opportunity for their discussion 
by those who can speak from knowledge 
and experience. 

Moreover, when action by the Associa- 
tion becomes necessary in regard to such 
matters as are dealt with by sections, 
the section chiefly concerned virtually takes 
the place of a special committee and 
largely obviates the risk of a hasty or ill 
advised step which might be taken by 
those who would not themselves be much 
affected by the contemplated action, and 
are perhaps not fully informed as to the 
merits of the question under considera- 
tion. 

It is probable too, that the sections 
draw to each annual conference certain 
members, who, but for the section, would 
not attend, yet, once at the conference, 
they take part in other sessions than 
those in which their chief interest cen- 
ters, and thus contribute to the success of 
the conference as a whole. 

(First recommendation). Nevertheless, 
your committee recommends that in fu- 
ture the following precautionary regula- 
tions should govern the establishment of 
new sections: 

Petitions for establishment of sections 
should be presented only by: — (a) Mem- 
bers actively engaged in the work of the 
proposed section, and (b) By not less 
than 20-25 of such members. 

Before such a petition be granted by 
Council, it should be referred to a special 



committee to be appointed by the Presi- 
dent, which committee after investigating 
the grounds for the petition and the con- 
ditions regarding it, should; report to 
Council as to the desirability of such sec- 
tion. 

(Second recommendation). Further, it 
is suggested that a section whose useful- 
ness has become, for any reason, a thing 
of the past should be discharged by the 
Council. Your committee is, however, far 
from suggesting that such procedure is 
at present desirable in regard to any of 
the sections which now form part of this 
Association. 



Effect of Sections on the program of the 
annual Conference 

This is twofold. Sections enrich the 
program; they also complicate it. 

They enrich the program on the whole, 
although the simultaneous meeting of 
two or more important sections — some- 
thing that cannot at times be prevented — 
tends to detract from the success of such 
meetings, each of which draws from the 
other, certain members whom neither can 
afford to lose. 

Complications of this nature are a fre- 
quent effect of the existence of sections, 
and, to minimize the resultant inconven- 
iences, especially when taking into ac- 
count the needs of the affiliated organi- 
zations, is one of the difficult problems 
of the program committee. Indeed, if 
the number of sections continues to grow, 
it will sooner or later be impracticable 
to find a place in such annual program 
for all the sections and the affiliated or- 
ganizations. 

It is suggested that in order to relieve 
the pressure on the program, it may 
ultimately be possible to arrange that cer- 
tain sections meet only at alternate an- 
nual conferences, holding an intermediate 
session at some convenient season in the 
interim, as for example in conjunction 
with the series of meetings at which we 
are now assembled, or with the spring 
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meetings held at Atlantic City, or with 
important state meetings held in the au- 
tumn. 

It is further recommended that sec- 
tions be advised to include in their pro- 
grams only subjects strictly pertinent 
to the section, leaving for general ses- 
sions all matters having general interest. 

(Third Recommendation). It might be 
well also that the general program 
committee should feel that it has the right 
to exercise a stricter supervision of the 
section programs than it has hitherto 
done; that it might even decide not only 
how much, but whether any time at a 
conference should be alloted to the work 
of a particular section. It being under- 
stood, of course, that so far as it proved 
possible, the program committee would 
always give space to a section. 

Organization 

On this subject your committee has not 
much to recommend. It would suggest 
that greater continuity than has hitherto 
obtained in regard to the secretaryship 
and the program committee of the sec- 
tion is desirable, in order that lines of 
work or of thought and investigation may 
be continued from year to year. The 
committee also suggested that the Coun- 
cil might advantageously consider wheth- 
er or not the printed Proceedings would 
gain in interest by the inclusion in them 
of a greater number of section papers than 
has hitherto been usual. The sections, 
of course, would, as has been the case 
heretofore, pay the expense above a cer- 
tain limit. The vote of the section in- 
terested might perhaps be taken as to the 
advisability of a special tax to cover such 
expenses." 

By vote of Council the first and sec- 
ond recommendations were adopted, but 
the third recommendation was rejected. 
It was voted that the report of the com- 
mittee on sections of the A. L. A. be pre- 
sented to the Executive Board with a 
statement of the action of the Council 
thereon, with instructions to incorporate 



its adopted provisions into amendments 
to by-laws 9 and 10. 



SECTIONAL MEETINGS OF THE 
LEAGUE OF LIBRARY COM- 
MISSIONS 

The Middle West meeting of the 
League of Library Commissions was held 
in Chicago, Monday and Tuesday, Janu- 
ary 3rd and 4th. There was a large at- 
tendance of Commission workers and li- 
brarians who were in the city for the 
meeting of the A. L. A. Council. Four- 
teen Commissions were represented, — 
Alabama, Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, 
Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Ne- 
braska, New York, North Dakota, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, there being 
present twenty-five active Commission 
workers, and eight members of Commis- 
sion Boards. 

The Stratford Hotel was again chosen 
for headquarters, and the sessions were 
held there. The first session was called 
to order Monday afternoon by A. L. Bai- 
ley, President of the League. Mr Bai- 
ley stated that since the last mid-winter 
meeting of the League a decision was 
reached at Bretton Woods to hold mid- 
winter meetings in three sections, East- 
ern, Mid-Western and Pacific Coast; the 
meeting in the Middle West to be fol- 
lowed by the Eastern meeting February 
4th and 5th at Albany, N. Y. The annual 
meeting of the League held each year in 
connection with the A. L. A. meeting, af- 
fords the opportunity for general League 
action, the section meetings being held 
for conference and discussion of methods, 
and problems of the various kinds of 
work of the Library Commissions. 

The topic for Monday afternoon was 
Field work, and Mrs Earl of the Indi- 
ana Library Commission, led in the dis- 
cussion, "To what extent shall the Com- 
missions supervise the libraries already 
established?" This was followed by a dis- 
cussion of special phases of supervision, 
— work with the children, normal schools, 



